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mecm:zm ROAD SAFETY

“STRICTER VEHICLE
'MAINTENANCE NEEDED"

mxnml proposes
mandatory vehicle
maintenance
records for diesel
subsidy approval
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EQUIRING commercial _

vehicle companies to

maintain and submit

«periodic vehicle mainte-
nance records as a condition for
- diesel subsidy approval will boost
road safety and reduce lorry-re-
lated accidents, says an expert.

Dr Nurrul Hafeezah Sahak, a
senior lecturer from the Engi-
neering Technology Department
at Universiti Tun Hussein Onn
Z&mﬁ_m said this measure was
the minimum the government
should enforce 8 ensure vehicle
_safety.

She said ecompany owners must
take responsibility for mainte-
nance costs to safeguard lives:

“Yes, the government. should
require Puspakont Emvmosob
records before approving diesel
subsidies for commercial trans-
port companies.

“This serves as a checklist to
ensure that lorries and their
drivers adhere to best practices,
providing a minimum mmﬁnmﬂm
for safety.

“Given the large number of lor-
1y and industrial companies,
controlling m<m3\55m is chal-
_msmﬁm

“However, Um:::m periodic
maintenance records that the au-
thorities can review is a practical

solution,” she told the New m::- :

day Times.

Puspakom, the Computerised

Vehicle Inspection Centre, is au-
thorised to conduct motor vehi-
cle inspections under Eo Road
Transport Act.

Nurrul said road safety re-
quired an approach involving in-
dividual awareness and respon-
sibility.

“Although regulations and laws
exist, it depends on the individ-
ual to practise safety.”

She said behaviour-based safe-
ty practices were essential in en-
mE\Em road safety.

“For example, during the

‘Covid-19 pandemic, despite the
standard operating procedures

(SOPs) set by the government, in-

dividual .mémamﬂmmm and self-dis-

Dr 255; m&nmmg: Sahak

cipline in adhering to these SOPs

were key in controlling the
spread of the virus.

“In road safety, even with reg-

ulations, Umoﬂm ‘must practise
safety.

“Therefore, in addition to reg-
ulations, people need to have
awareness and self-discipline to
practise safety consistently.”

Universiti Kebangsaan
Malaysia Traffic and Road Safety
psychologist Professor Dr- Rozmi
Ismail called for an inve or
into the transparency and in-
tegrity of vehicle Eﬁuﬁumbnm
records.

While periodic Em@mazonm are
documented, he said the govern-
ment needs to address concerns
about the reliability of these
records.

amhmn_momu:mmwmmmm in the sys-
tem often stem from operators
seeking to pass the Puspakom in-

‘spection by any means neces-
- sary, enabling vehicles to remain

on the road.

“At that level, strict monitor-
ing, such as'spot checks, needs to
amao:m.

“The authorities need to con-

duct spot checks, check tyres and

ensure vehicles are safe,
“Sometimes, the paperwork

looks perfect, but the true con-

dition may not align with what’s

- reported,” he said.

Earlier, Bernama reported that
1,457 deaths were recorded in
3,500 road accidents involving
lorries in the country from Jan-
uary 2019 to last month.

Federal police Traffic Investi-
gation and Enforcement Depart-
ment director Datuk Seri Mohd
Yusri Hassan Basri said during
the same period, 473 cases of se-

rious injuries and 1,076 cases of -

minor injuries were reported.

He said the highest number of
deaths was recorded in 2019 (274)
followed by 2024 (260), 2023
_Smmv 2022 @m&. 2021 Amme and
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2020 (226).
‘On mnoﬂmﬂm invelving buses,
Yusri said 548 cases were record-

ed in the same period, with 153

deaths, 120 serious injuries mua.
218 minor injuries.

“Police will continue to inten-
sify Bcu_ﬁa:nm and enforcement
operations on commercial vehi-
cles, particularly lorries
and acmmm to reduce fatalities,”
he said yesterday.

‘Yusti said the police would in-
crease cooperation with the Road
Transport Department, the Na-
tional Anti-Drug Agency, and toll
concession: 83u§ﬁm for this
purpose.

He said he hoped that owners,
companies and drivers of com-
mercial vehicles would ensure
the safety of their vehicles,

Meanwhile, the Malaysian Ini-
stitute of Road Safety Research -
(Miros) said its study found that
accidents involving lotries on
highways were more likely to re-
sult.in fatalities compared with
other types of roads such as fed-

‘eral, state and Eﬁu_nﬁa roads.

“This may be dué to the higher
speed of vehicles on highways.

“In addition, lorries with heavy
loads; when ﬁB..m:Em at higher

speeds, create significant mo-

mentum if involved in accidents.

“The same study showed that
the risk of death in accidents in-
volving lorries i is higher if the in-
cident occurs at a curye, com-
pared with other road georme-
tries.

“Additionally, the risk of death
for other vehicle users, except for

“buses, is ‘higher when ch?mn in

accidents with lorries,”

Miros said accidents caused by
loose tyres could stem from low-
quality icle components,
poor maintenance practices, and
oﬁﬁmem&dm beyond the recom-

‘mended weight limit.

It reminded owners of <mE&mw.
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