Raja Zarith Sofiah
-A Modern-Day Princess

Qisnaallons ax Uniensitic Tkl el
ﬁ?—’eﬂm att Winilersiti. Kebaogsaam

terof SultamIdiis Shath u‘wmmmﬂ&;iwﬁmn T963-1984.
She: received! her primary education att Sekalah: Rendath
Jenis: Kebangsaam Datin: Khadijaly in Kuala Kangsar and!
Wentt Sekalm Menengah lenisKebangsaan Raja Perem-

g iofithe schoolyean beforeheading;for
Englandiim 1972, attage: 113t

T:.he:Rﬁhcessqsmdiediati(ih'eitenﬁarmliadiksf' Tollege where:
shessatt forlren GLE Q+lievel examinations:im 1975; and her
GCE Arlievel examinations:im 1977..

Although: she had! ariginally wanted! to: studi ant:and! had!
alreadyy beem accepted! at am ant: college: im Londomn;, hen
fathen persuadedihen to try for a place:at the: Uhiversity of
Oxford: Raja: Zarith: them sat for the: Oxbridige: Entrance:

. Examinations: im November 197& and' was: accepted! to
read! Chinese Studies: (& four-year undergradiuate: course))
_ati Semenville: College;, Unive:
College’s: alumnit include: Ihdire: Gandhir and! Margaret:

. Thatcher))

She: received! her Bachelor off Arts Honours: degree: im
Chinese: Studies fram the: Uhiversity of Qxfordiim T

yean before:shecompleted her degree:in: 1983; R
was.engageditathe CrowmPrince of lohor; Du!i‘Yang Anvat:
Mulie: Tunkw: Ibratinm lsmail! ibnil Sultam Iskandar. They,
married! im 1983 after Raj@ Zarith: retumed! home: from:
England:. The: couple: Have: sik: children - five: sons and! a
daughter:

Theireldest som Tunkuw lsimail, istheRajaMuda of Johor He:
is: 24 years: old! and' served! with the: 61st: Cavalry of the
Indiam Army: i Jaipur for 3 years; after having: beem
commissioned! as a Lisutenant: from the: livdiam: Military
Acadiemy;, Dehradun;, India. He was: the: only nonHivdiam
citizen to serve imthe Indiamarmy; He:is mow: serving as. am
officer with the Johar Military Forces: (IMF)..

j tmr fmr dmgg adiicts: who mdﬁ&d“ tsm
fcm mm&ms lxrr artial@ Raja Zantm

suppmﬁmmggummw hmp:t‘ais as: w&il asmhe Maiky .
siam Al Couneill.

Always: eagen to: share: whatt she: sees: aﬁdﬁ reads, Raja

Zarith: expresses: ber views: and! opinions: thirough Her -

wiitings:, The: Princess: was; invited! te write: a fartnightly
cofumm: entitled! "Ol: Commom Ground!” thatt first
appeared! im the: New: Straits: Times im 2000.. She now:
helms anewrcollumm, " Mind!Matters!, fon the Siunday Star.,

Henwnitings:have drawmalarge following:and have made
herr a popular figure: in: academic cncles: Since: them the:
Princess: has beeninvitedito:deliver keynote:addiesses at:

‘avademic: conferences:. One: such: keynote: adidiess was:

entitied! "The: Emotionall Powen of Language™” which she

dilivered! at: the "Ihternational Conference om Language:

~of Oxford!, (Somenville: andiEmpowenment arganizedibythe: Malaysiam Associa:
- tiomaf! Mndem Languages, Kuala Lumpur; im 2002:.

Im 2008 she delivered! a powerfull keynote: address:

entitfed! "A Shared!Reality, The:Media & Us" at theinterma-
tional language conference: "Warlds: in: Discourse: : Repres
sentations: of® Realities" erganized! by the School! of
Language: Studies andi Linguistics; Universiti Kebangsaam
Malaysia;, Kuale Lumpur. The following yean she

. expounded the: virtues of reading im "Reading;, A\ Lifex

Long Mabit & The: Pursuit: of Knowledge! att the: College:
Uhiversity Tum Husseim OnminJohaor:

1M 2007, she: presented! apaper called “Winning Heants &
Minds; the: Use: off Language: im Politics” at the: interma-
tional conference organized: by the: School of Language:
Studies and! Linguistics; UKML. Earlier this year, she gave a
publiclecture at: UKN entitled “Going; Global': The: Use: off
the:English Language im 21st Century Malaysia”

The Princess spends any: free times she:

reading; painting;.
watching DVDseffilins; aswellas trying taimprove henphotor
graphic: skills: She loves: music andiis also; by her awn adimis-
siom;,“@moviebuffand!Googlesalot™

For her valuable contributions;. Raja: Zaritth was: conferred! am
henounany Doctorate of Rhilosaphyin: Eduucation by, Whiversity:
Tum Husseim Onni Malaysia: at its: seventh: convacation
ceremany on August:23; 2008
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