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Research Success Through
innovation At UTHM

Researeh  Muanugoment  and
Innovation Centre (RMIC)is one of
the centers at Universiti Tun
Hussein Onn Malaysia (UTHM).
RMIC is given the task to steer the
university towards excellence in
research and inpevation. In line
with the need to align with
UTHM's mission of achieving a
world-class aniversity status by
2013 the universily's top manage-
ment has vecently reviewed the
structuring of  the  varous
universits-lovel centres that ave
dedicated to covrdinate the efforts
of all the warious fuculties and
departments. o view of this,
RMIC has been recently restruc
tured to solely manage reséarch
and fonovation under the directors

ship of Prof. Dr. Mohd Zarar b,

Mohd Jenn, with two  deputy
directors, one to oversee research
and the other for innovation,

Under RME, UTHM has  put
R&D&EC (Research & Development
& Commeorcialization) as its first
C8F  {Critieal  Success  Factor)
RMIC plavs s major vole in manug-
ing research at the university as
well as ereating o research culture
at the university, UTHM has 6

research clusters, pamely;
Advanced  Material,  Advanced
Munufacturing:  Environmental

Systeny; Construction & Transpor-
tation: Information & Communicn-

tion  Technology; . Technical
Vocational BEdueation; Twhneiagy
Munsgement and Social Science,
The research done af UTHM i
doveloped  under these research
clusters  which are the priority
rosearch areas for vesearch within
our technical nniversity,

There are 9 excellence centers that
serve as a mechanmism for develop-
ing research within the seope of the
research clustors. The excellence
centers are Centre for Electromag.
nete Compatibility (EMC), Centre
for Envirenment, Construction and
Transportation Studies (CECTUS),
Research  Centre . for Soft  Seil
(RECESS), Centre of Excellonce for
Facilities  Management {CEFM)
Advanesd  Textile  Technology
Centre  (ADTEC)  Wireless  and
Radie Secience Centre (WARAS),
Advanced Centre for Technical and
Voestional  Bdueation  {ACTIVE),
Software and Multimedin Centre
(8MCY and  Microelectronic  and
Nunotechnology Centre (MINTEC),

Amongst the recent success storios
vogarding research at UTHM, is the
aequisition of research grants, The
university has secured a total of 9
SeiencePund research grants under
the Ministry of Beience  and
Technology (MOSTI. Additionadly,
one of cur rvesenrchers has been
suceessful in securing a Téchno

Fund grant under MOSTI that
involves utilizing  twe  existing
patents und the development of
further products for commercializa-
tion with industry partners. UTHM
has also securid 68 projects from the
socond  ovele  of  fundamental
research  grant scheme (FRGS)
under the Ministry of Higher Educa-
tion. To encourage research culture
amongst voung researchors, UTHM
has also committed in giving short
torm grants for now leeturers who
have just. come back from their
further studies or who have just
recently been recrwited by UTHAML
These grants of up to RMI10.000 per
rosearcher nre used as seed money
for the young researchers to start
their research at UTHM,

UTHM also participates in exhibi
tions locally  and  internationally.
Recently, UTHM researchers won 1
ailver and 4. bronze medals at
PECIPTA 07 (Exposition of
Research  and  Tnnovations  of
Internationad Tustitutes of Higher

Learning 2007, UTHM alse won 1
silver and 4 bronze medals at ITEX
07 (International Invention, Innova-
tion- and Technology Exhitibition
200y,  whilst undergraduate
students  at UTHM  have also
excelled in research projects winning
2 sitver and 1 bronze medal at the
NIRC 07 (The National Research
and Innovation Competition 2007).

Curvently, UTHM has filed for nine
patents for resewrch products that
have commercial  value. The
Intellectual Property Committee at

LITHM vers applications or requioests

by resemichors  to have  thew
research products patented and
have  their intellectual  property
protected by filing with the Malay-
sinn Tntelloctunl Proporty Organien-
tion (MyIPO).

Amongst the many programmes and
events geared towards excellence i
research and innovation, RMIC is

planning to have Rescarch and

Innovation Fest (RT Fest) in October
2007 for the duration of a whole
week, The objectives of RI Fest are to
showease the research done by
researchers of UTHM and promote

idens generated from students for
future research wnd  lnnovation.
The main events for this fest are a
resenrel presentation competition
for ncademic researchers and an
innovative ideas competition  for
stdents,

The highlight of this fest will be a
seminar and forum with renowned
speakers from  industry and
academia, In line with RMIC's
efforts at UTHM of promoting n
pesearch culture, the RI Fest nlso
aims  to give  opporhunities  ta
aeademic researchers and stadents
to share new findings about science,
engincering, socinl  sclence  and
management and further develop
idens for foture rescarch and
mnovation.



